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In his work “Confessions” St. Augustine discusses different events, which show how he failed to live up to after conversion to Christianity. In this book, he seeks forgiveness for his sins, things he did knowing were sinful and yet did them. The events during his life in Madaura, where he was sent to acquire his education proved to be immoral. As a teenager, he engaged in lustful events and a sinful life, which was prompted by idleness. He confesses of living an immoral life, something that leads to internal dissatisfaction. Augustine engages in different events including pride, fornications, denying God’s omnipotent nature, prostitution, and theft, which are inconsistent with his ontology after conversion. Because of the internal dissatisfaction Augustine felt during his youth after engaging in sinful events, he chose to convert to Christianity, which changed his view of reality, existence, being, and becoming. This paper aims at discussing an event from Augustine’s past that is inconsistent with his ontology after conversion. Additionally, it will explore lifestyle changes that occurred after his conversion that were consistent with his post-conversion ontology. 
One of the events that Augustine engaged in that does not conform with his post-conversion ontology is theft. He highlights how he lusted and stole things that he did not need. Augustine argues that theft is punishable by the laws of God. He states that “he lusted to thieve, and did it, compelled by no hunger, nor poverty, but through a cloyedness of well-doing, and pamperedness of iniquity” (Augustine, n.d, p.34). In this event, Augustine and his peers stole huge loads of pears, not for their eating but to throw to pigs after a few bites. In this event, he engaged in immoral behaviors, which were against the norms of society. In an article by Craig (2018), Augustine was influenced by Socratic ideologies about finding happiness and superiority. Before he was baptized, Augustine conducted a pagan way of life, where human pleasure was prioritized. In the event of stealing, Augustine and other young fellows were fulfilling their desires. In his post-conversion ontology, theft is considered to be against the nature of God. According to Teske (2021), happiness is something that is close to Augustine’s heart. In everything that he engaged in, it was aimed at prompting happiness. As opposed to his pre-conversion life, happiness after conversion was influenced by the unchangeable goodness of God. God is considered to the highest good, and thus people’s happiness should be guided by this goodness. Engaging in theft before conversion was guided by beliefs of pagans, which were influenced by the evil in the world. Augustine’s view of existence is based on the argument that God made all thing using his divine goodness. In this context, every action that people engage in should be aimed at achieving goodness for all things. Theft is an event that is aimed at evoking happiness to one person and suffering to others., in this case, there is no goodness to all, thus, theft was against Augustine’s ontology after conversion. 
After his conversion to Christianity, Augustine adopted different lifestyles that were consistent with his post-conversion ontology. One of the changes that is consistent with his view of reality is believing that God is omnipotent, the source of existence, and understanding. Augustine describes God as the “most high, most good, most potent, most omnipotent, and most merciful” (Augustine, n.d, p. 3). The belief that God is omnipotent and He is the cause of existence. Because of His goodness, God created the universe out of nothing. Everything was made by God and its goodness follows His. In this context, Augustine changed from a Pagan lifestyle where they believed that humanistic reason was the basis of finding fulfillment from an individual and corporate body (Craig, 2018). By changing from this lifestyle and adopting a Catholic lifestyle, Augustine believed that God is the maker of everything good and it occurs with true reason because it is the truth. This lifestyle is consistent with Augustine’s post conversion ontology because in Book 6 of Confessions, Augustine explores the goodness of God, His mercies, and kindness he has shown to his people. 
The view of reality also focuses on exploring the source of understanding. After conversion, Augustine believed that God was an incomprehensible light of our minds, which allows people to make sensible decisions. It is the light of truth; whose strength depends on faith. The ability to understand depends on intellectual vision and spiritual vision. These visions allow humans to understand realities. After conversion, Augustine believed that the divine truth is the rule by which people attain knowledge, the truth, which is God (Teske, 2021). 
The second lifestyle that Augustine adopted after conversion is changing from sexual life to a calmer life in a country house. Before conversion, Augustine was a lustful man, engaging in fornications with different partners and concubines. In the search for truth, Augustine was conflicted emotionally and mentally. Before writing a letter to Ambrose seeking baptism, Augustine broke down into tears under a fig tree because of the emotional and mental turmoil he faced. By adopting a calmer life, shunning away from sexual lust allowed him to learn the truth and seek for God’s intervention. In book 6, Augustine seeks God’s joy of faithful hope, which is incomparable beyond the lustful life. “I know it, and the joy of a faithful hope lieth incomparably beyond such vanity.” (Augustine, n.d, p.128). Adopting this new lifestyle s consistent with the post-conversion ontology. In the concept of order of living, God is identified as the source of human happiness. According to Augustine, living happily is what life entails, provided that one wants what is good. From a moral viewpoint, people are designed to seek the highest good, which in this case it the truth, God. Choosing to conduct a calmer life allows him to seek the highest good. 
Augustine’s confessions play an excellent role in showing life changes, choices to Christianity, and perception of reality. By understanding that God is omnipotent, merciful, and al good, Augustine converts from a pagan lifestyle to a Christian life. Through his conversion, Augustine is able to perceive reality, existence, being, and becoming differently. He understands God’s eternity, the source of our happiness and understanding. Through his confessions, we can learn how religious beliefs change as well as morals. 
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